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In the minute water animals called copepods, the males have their anterior antennae modified into long, whip-like structures which they use as a lasso to throw over the heads of the females, and so to catch them as they take flight. The advantage of this structure for securing survival is obvious. Those males which were most adept in catching females would give rise to a large progeny, inheriting the peculiarity of their parent, while the males who had no contrivance of tins nature would have but few offspring, and would soon be swamped out. In this case, it is easier to understand how a slight improvement in the antennae, which facilitated the task of holding the female, would give the male an advantage in reproducing over males which had no such favourable variation. The small variations might thus become fixed and gradually increased by heredity.
The predominant opinion at the present time is that Natural Selection offers no adequate account of the process of organic evolution. The complexity of life is so astonishing and inconceivable, the adjustments and interrelations both of structure and function are so infinitely delicate and elaborate, that the simplicity and obviousness of Natural Selection appear altogether incongruous by the side of the facts which it is alleged to account for. And there are many other difficulties. Natural Selection postulates that every organic structure has some life-conserving value to the organism. But the number of differentiated parts of a mammal, for instance, is so immense,, that if we suppose each of them separately to be developed by Natural Selection, the time recjuired for evolution would be far greater than is geologically possible. Moreover, every structure in an organism is not of life-conserving value. Take, for instance, two closely resembling birds, the blackcap and the garden-warbler, both belonging to the same genus Sylvia, In every respect of structure and habit, they are exceedingly alike; even their song is hard to discriminate. But one has a